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SUMMERTIME MEMORIESThe Compassionate Friends 21st A 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Worldwide Candle Lighting 

Our Annual Candle Lighting Ceremony will be Sunday, Dec. 13, 2020 at 

Lafreniere Park, in the Children’s Memorial Garden. This is a great way to 

meet and get to know the members of The Compassionate Friends. 

Getting involved will likely help you as well as the other members! 

Everyone is needed and welcomed! There will be an outdoor picnic before 

the ceremony starting at 4:30 P.M.  The picnic will be directly behind the 

Foundation Center in the Patio area.  However, if construction prevents us 

from meeting in this area, then signs will direct you to the Children’s 

Memorial Garden.  Please bring a Framed picture of your Child, 

Grandchild, or Sibling to be placed on our Memorial Table.  Each family 

brings their own food.  If you wish to bring something to share, then 

please prepare it individually wrapped.  You will need to bring your own 

folding outdoor chair.  I would recommend a flashlight as well.  We will 

provide tea, lemonade, coffee, hot cocoa, and water.  We start at 4:30 pm 

to avoid the public lines viewing the park Christmas Lights.   

The ceremony of songs and poems will start shortly after 6:00 pm 

followed by our World Wide Candle Lighting starting at 7:00 pm.  If your 

child’s photo is not currently in our Slide Show please email me a photo. 

If you would like to help with the Candle Lighting set up, please call the 

TCF at 504-265-0581.  Email:  tcfnola@gmail.com. 
 

 
The mission of The 
Compassionate Friends is to assist 
families toward the positive 
resolution of grief following the 
death of a child of any age and to 
provide information to help 
others be supportive. 
 

If you cannot make our Physical Worldwide Candle Lighting, then light a 

candle in your own home at 7:00 pm local.  You can view the National 

WWCL pre-recorded presentation if you wish at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoaytUgKxwU&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0E3DivN_U-K9IVmbEcfh-
Gc78z0fx51vANElhICK6_LN1X5dpm_aldosw 
************************************************************************************************************ 

BIRTHDAY RECOGNITION: Birthdays can be found on “Our Children Remembered” page. We do encourage 

both you and your family to come when it is your child’s birthday month, to share your child with all of us with 

photos and memories. You will receive a special birthday gift in memory of your child.  Bring that treasured 

picture of your child that always makes you smile so we may smile with you.  
 

Chapter Leaders:  William and Millie Hunton   504-265-0581   Email address: tcfnola@gmail.com 

NEXT MONTHLY MEETING: 

Dec 14th Meeting Canceled 

Next Physical Meeting 

January 11, 2021 

Children’s Memorial 

Garden 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
See attached flyer 

 

2nd Monday of every month 

Children’s Memorial Garden 

6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Bring your chair/flashlight 
 

3rd Monday of every month 

Online ZOOM – see attach flyer for 

meeting information. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:                      
13 Jan 20 10 Feb 20 9 Mar 20 

13 Apr 20 11 May 20 8 Jun20 

13 Jul 20 10 Aug 20 14 Sep 20 

12 Oct 20 9 Nov 20 14 Dec 20 
Canceled 

 

REGIONAL COORDINATOR 
 

Denise St. Pierre 

504-460-2970 

denisestp12@gmail.com 
 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

The Compassionate Friends 

PO Box 700 

Jensen Beach, FL 34957 
 

nationaloffice@compassionatefriends.org 

www.compassionatefriends.org 
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Newsletter Submissions:  TCF Greater New Orleans welcomes all submissions to our 
newsletter.   Send articles, poetry, love messages and scanned photos to: TCF GNO, 1104 
Colony Rd., Metairie, LA 70003.  You may also text photos and messages to 504-251-1938.  As 
our chapter is only funded by your donations, we ask for a donation of $15 or more for a 
dedication for our newsletter. This is tax-deductible. We reserve the right to edit for space and/or 
content. Deadline for submissions is listed below. TCF Chapters may copy articles from this 
publication provided credit is given to the author and the original source. Errors and Omissions: 
Please notify me if any of your information is incorrect. Thank you! 
 

Love Gifts/Dedications to be put in our newsletter are due the 20th of each month. 

A Newsletter Dedication: is a special page dedicated in memory of your child with any 
favorite poem or writing that you submit.  
A Love Gift: is a short one or two sentence message in your child’s memory.  
 

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday December 13, 2020 for our Worldwide Candle Lighting!!

  

 
To all those newly bereaved, who are receiving this newsletter for 
the first time and to all our Compassionate Friends, we wish you 
were not eligible to belong to this group, but we want you to know 
that you and your family have many friends.  We, who received 
love and compassion from others in our time of deep sorrow, now 
wish to offer the same support and understanding to you. Please 
know we understand, we care, and we want to help.  You are not 
alone in your grief.   
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at the 
Children’s Memorial Garden in Lafreniere Park at 6:00 P.M.  
We are a self-sustaining organization with no funds except what we 
receive through donations from members and newsletter recipients.  
Please join with us at a meeting.  
 

Grief support after the death of a child 
 

The Compassionate Friends is a national non-profit, self-help 
support organization that offers friendship, understanding, and hope 
to bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings. There is no religious 
affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.  
 

The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers reach 
out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed inward 
begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal.   
 

The vision of The Compassionate Friends is that everyone who 
needs us will find us and everyone who finds us will be helped.   
 

Big Thanks to Our Steering Committee 
 

Contact: 
Phone: (504) 265-0581 

Email: tcfnola@gmail.com 

www.tcfneworleans.com 

1104 Colony Rd 

Metairie, LA 70003 
 

Chapter Leader William Hunton 

Chapter Co-Leader Millie Hunton 

Special Advisor Denise St. Pierre 

Treasurer Linda Provance 

Facilitator Debi Giordano 

Newsletter Editor William Hunton 

Webmaster William Hunton 

 

Steering Committee: William Hunton, Millie Hunton, 

Denise St. Pierre, Debi Giordano, Jan Dutilh,  

Linda Provance, and Dena Peters. 
 

Denise St. Pierre, Regional Coordinator 

(504) 460-2970 

TCF National (877) 969-0010 

www.compassionatefriends.org 
 

The Meeting Agenda 
 

6:00 p.m. - The meeting will begin with a short introduction 

followed by lighting of candle and then reading of the Credo. 

Remembering our children’s birthdays of the month. Then 

followed by smaller groups of sharing. 

8:00 p.m. - Meeting will close by recognizing our children’s 

names.  Feel free to visit with each other and check out a book 

from our library. 
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Greater New Orleans Chapter of the 
Compassionate Friends presented with a $1600 

Check from Chapter Member. 
 

 
From the left - William and Millie Hunton; Roger and Peggy Boardman 

 
Peggy and Roger Boardman came to Greater New Orleans 
Chapter of the Compassionate Friends as new members early 
this year after their 37-year-old daughter was struck and killed 
by a vehicle while riding her bicycle. November is the 
birthday month for their daughter, Alexis, and they had been 
looking for a special way to honor her. Peggy and Roger had 
previously put on fancy Tea Luncheons where ladies attend 
elegantly dressed with decorative hats and the gentlemen 
volunteer in formal attire to serve drinks, food, and tea; and all 
of this is done in a beautiful outdoor setting. So the 
Boardmans put on a Memorial Luncheon Tea in honor of their 
daughter, Alexis. Over thirty participants attended and a table 
was set to display photos of Alexis and other children who 
died too soon. Special guest and friend, the Honorable Judge 
Mary Devereux provided a heart touching talk on the 
awareness of The Compassionate Friends as an international 
self-help organization offering friendship, understanding, and 
hope to bereaved parents, grandparents, and siblings. 
 

The Memorial Luncheon Tea was truly a successful event. 
The preparation, orchestration, and attention to detail made it 
an event where the memory of the Boardmans' daughter 
Alexis was memorialized. Peggy Boardman had the proud 
honor of presenting a $1600 check to the Greater New Orleans 
Chapter of the Compassionate Friends in honor of Alexis 
allowing the chapter to continue their work on helping others 
in their journey of grief. The presentation was made at the 
Chapter's monthly meeting location in Children's Memorial 
Garden in Lafreniere Park. Monthly meetings have been held 
in the Children's Memorial Garden due to COVID-19. 
 

Again, thank you to the Boardmans and all who assisted them 
in this wonderful event. 
 
William & Millie Hunton 
Parents of Chelsea M. Hunton 
Chapter Leaders 
The Compassionate Friends 
Greater New Orleans, Chapter 1615 
 

Please go to www.tcfneworleans.com for full list of pictures 

of the Memorial Luncheon Tea. 

 

 

As the Holidays Approach 

 

When the holidays are fast approaching, we who are 

bereaved always have mixed emotions about having a nice 

holiday when our child or loved one is no longer with us. We 

wonder if we will ever be as happy and if we can ever again 

celebrate the holidays or any meaningful family occasion, 

especially the first birthday, first thanksgiving, or first 

Christmas since our loss. We try to look ahead to how we are 

going to feel when the time arrives, but it is usually not as 

hard as we had anticipated. Still, the occasion may not be as 

enjoyable as we’d like it to be or as we remember it from the 

past. I would like to offer a few ideas for what we can do to 

make our holidays a little better. Consider buying gifts for less 

fortunate children, adopting a child/family at Christmas time, 

or inviting a lonely person to share your holiday meal. Make 

your child’s favorite foods and discuss your loved one as you 

share the meal. Some people like to volunteer to serve 

holiday dinners for the homeless. Some bereaved parents 

want to visit familiar places their child loved to go, while 

others want to travel where their child had never been. 

Several of our Compassionate Friends members put a small 

Christmas tree at the cemetery and decorate the graves with 

Christmas flowers and/or a grave blanket. Making a grave 

blanket is very fulfilling; we did that for 10 years after our 

daughter Teresa died. Attending a Candlelight program is a 

wonderful way to honor your child or loved one. These 

suggestions are things we feel we can still do for our child, 

but they are not reserved for bereaved parents only. All of 

them can be done for any member of a family or a friend who 

has died. After someone dies we must keep going and doing 

things that lift us up. We can’t always try to please any 

people who feel we should act in a certain manner.  
 

Jackie Wesley ~ TCF, East Central Indiana & Miami-Whitewater Chapters 

 

Candles Whispering 

 

These lights of love are for all to see  

The love that shines from you to me  

As I hold this candle burning bright  

The one I lit for you tonight  

I see this candle as your flame  

I hear it whispering your name  

I hope that others too will listen  

And feel your love as the candle glistens  

Be with me today and tomorrow  

Lead me through this grueling sorrow  

Light the road so I may see  

Pave it with your love for me  

Hold my hand and show me the way  

I know you are with me everyday  

Today and always we Remember  

As we light our Candles in December.  
 

 

Kathy Evans November, in memory of her son Sean Michael Evans 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR CHILDREN 

MICHAEL  ANTHONY  BONURA 

December 25, 1962 - February 26, 1985 

 

My Dearest Michael, 

     This past February 26, 2020 was 35 years since you died.  However, I can 

still remember the first year of my grief very well.  Indeed, I have come a 

very long way on my journey through grief.  However, in the beginning, I 

wondered how I could go on living without you.  Moreover, did I really want 

to go on living without you?  My husband and son Nicky could take care of 

themselves, but my daughter Lisa needed me.  So I chose to go on living and 

what a journey it has been. 

     One of the first books on grief that I read was My Son, My Son by Iris 

Bolton.  She wrote that we should look for the “gift” in our child’s death.  

That’s crazy I thought.  How could you find a gift in your child’s death?  

Today I can say that I have found several gifts in Michael’s death. 

     The first gift is that I have come to truly appreciate Life.  I no longer say I don’t have time; but I now take time to 

“smell the roses”.  I make time to be with my family and friends, especially my Grandchildren.  A young child looks at 

the world with such awe and wonder.  I now look at the world through the eyes of my Grandchildren.  My faith in 

God has grown stronger and deeper.  As the poem Footprints states, God carries me in the most difficult and painful 

times of my life.  The last gift is all the wonderful people I have met in The Compassionate Friends and the beautiful 

friendships formed.  I know I would not be where I am today on my grief journey without the help of The 

Compassionate Friends.  I am blessed to know “I need not walk alone”. 

 

MARY LEE BONURA 

April 29, 1964  -  May 1, 1964 

Dearest Mary Lee, 

     You lived for only three days.  It is hard to believe you would now be 56 years old.  I did not grieve for you when 

you died.  I began to truly grieve for you when Michael died.  My most persistent thought was what impact would 

your life have had on your brother Michael.  If you had lived, perhaps Michael would not have died.  “If only’s” and 

“what if’s” have no answers.  I do know my love for you has grown stronger. 

Love lives on in the memories that are forever woven in the fabric of our hearts. 

Until we see you in Heaven! 

With all our love, Mother and Dad 
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NEWSLETTER  DEDICATION 
IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 

 

Randall  Mark  Grisoli 
 

December 23, 1959 – May 15, 1985 
 

 

A  Birthday  Cake  For  Randy 
 
 
 
Oh Christmas child of mine 
With your eyes as blue as the sky 
And hair of golden red more beautiful 
Than a sunset, 
The moments of your life sill live inside me. 
 
You were our fourth child –  
The child without a baby book. 
 
I remember the Christmas pageant 
And how we laughed till we cried 
When you appeared on stage – 
“The Littlest Angel” with crooked halo 
And that mischievous Randy smile. 
It was the year Santa brought you 
A hundred little match-box cars 
And you never put them down. 
I remember the football games, 
The baseball, 
Karate lessons and swim meets, 
Your senior prom in the white stretch limo, 
And, when you were old enough to travel  
on your own, 
I remember how you loved to ski –  
My beautiful smiling ski bum.  
 
 

 
 
Like your mother you were a hog for 
Mardi Gras. 
And you were a hog for your friends… 
How you loved your friends, 
And how they loved you back. 
 
You made us laugh, Randy, 
I cherish every moment of the 25 years 
I had you, 
And I ask God to help me live without you 
As I await the day we meet again, 
And then… I will hold you forever. 
I will hold you … and hold you …  
          and hold you 
And I will never let you go.  
 
It’s Christmas time 
And the anniversary of your birth 
Is coming round again, 
Randy’s birthday … 
The little red headed boy 
Who tore the wrappings from his presents 
And squealed with joy… 
Somehow I feel the need to bake a cake. 
          
 

 
Beloved son, brother and joy of our lives!  

“Goodnight Sweet Prince”  

 

Mom, Rob, Robin, Rick & Ron 
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LOVE GIFT DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Andrew Banks 

December 12, 1983 ~ April 9, 2008 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Son Andrew, 

 

I don't know how to start to wish you a Happy Heavenly Birthday; Oh sure we can say it but deep down inside it hurts so much 

not to see you blow your candles out, to see your face light up with excitement in your beautiful eyes. 

It was 2007 when you made your last wish; I wish I knew what it was. I know what I wish for every year on Birthday.  But that 

wish will never come true.  My only hope is that when God calls me home, you will be the one to take my hand and welcome 

me to heaven. 

When I think of you up there I believe in My heart that you are there with all of your family and friends that have left us to 

soon, and in one way I can hardly wait to be with ya'll; but I have to be here for Daughter who was only five when you left us 

and 10 when her mother left her to join you.  She needs me and I can't let her down.  By the way, you and her mother are 

going to be Grandparents; yes it’s true and Balieigh is having a boy in December, the same as yours.  The Doctor says it’s going 

to be on the 19th, but maybe he will come on your birthday the 12th. 

It will be a bittersweet day when he makes his way into the world because Ya'll won't be here to hold Him, but I think you will 

find a way to wrap your loving arms around him. 

Son, I missed you so damn much once you left me, I pray that Baileigh has the same relationship with her son as you and I had. 

Well, my baby I hope you will have a happy birthday in heaven with all your friends and family.  If look down on us, you will 

see your candles glowing and look for your balloons with our messages on them.  Make sure you read each one.  If your 

grandson by some chance comes into this world on your birthday we will celebrate yours before or after his, but yours will not 

be forgotten.  You will always be in our hearts and thoughts every minute of every day. 

I wish it would have been me in the car and not you that night.  I would have traded places with you in a second.  I still reach 

into the closet for your shirt I saved.  I used to be able to smell you on it but I've sucked all of your scent out of it.  I wish I still 

had some left I want it back so bad. 

Well my Drew Drew, until next time we love and miss you and still wish we could be there to see your face light up while you 

blow out your candles, make every wish count Baby. 

 

 

Love Mom, Dad & Baileigh 
 
PS: be watching for your grandson and hold your daughters hand.  Comfort her and let her know she's not alone. 

 
 
*************************************************************************************************************** 
NOTICE:  Please help us to reduce the cost of mailing out Newsletters each month.  In order to do this, you can email me 
your email address so that your newsletter will be emailed to you. You can email me at tcfnola@gmail.com.  If you do 
not have access to email you may still receive your newsletter by regular mail.   

Also, please let us know if you no longer wish to receive the newsletter or if there is a change of address. 
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LOVE GIFT DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

Nicholas (Nick) Joseph Giarratano 

December 21, 1979 – January 7, 2001 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Sweet Son, 

I pray that you still feel the warmth of my love for you and hope you know the strength I get from the 

memories we shared. It’s hard to believe how many birthdays have gone by that we have been apart and I wonder 

how many more still separate us. You are always remembered with each day that goes by and loved and missed 

more than words can express. Happy 41th birthday my baby boy…till we meet again I send love on angel’s wings. 

        Love Mom 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE 

FRIEND 

LIST 
     

Our listeners are willing to listen, understand, and share.Our listeners are willing to listen, understand, and share.Our listeners are willing to listen, understand, and share.Our listeners are willing to listen, understand, and share.    
504-454-3293 – Melva Duhon, son, 41, suicide 
504-456-8248 – Patsy Ashton, son, 24, drug overdose 
504-559-2438 – Jaimie Kimball, sibling, 12, vehicle accident 
504-265-0581 – William and Millie Hunton, daughter, 30,  

accidental overdose 



8 

    

bbbbâÜ V{|ÄwÜxÇ exÅxÅuxÜxwâÜ V{|ÄwÜxÇ exÅxÅuxÜxwâÜ V{|ÄwÜxÇ exÅxÅuxÜxwâÜ V{|ÄwÜxÇ exÅxÅuxÜxw    
 

December Birthdays 

 

December Anniversaries 

James Clifford “J.C.”  Dec 3 Son of Linda and Cliff Bagby; Father of Beverly Lynn 

Russell Peter LeNormand Dec 4 Son of Pearl and Russell LeNormand; Brother of Cindy 

Corey Dominique Dec 5 Son of Ann Dominique 

Ronald A. Johnston Dec 5 Son of LaShanda Johnston 

Alex Belsome Dec 9 Son of Kelly and Perry Staub 

Peter Simoneaux, Jr. Dec 10 Son of Virginia and Peter Simoneaux 

Rachel Miller Dec 10 Granddaughter of Joyce Miller 

Hiram John Joseph Greer Dec 11 Son of Alice and Hiram Greer 

Glenn Joseph Cornibe, Jr. Dec 11 Son of Glenn & Susanne Cornibe 

Grace Mae Tompkins Dec 11 Granddaughter of Gloria St. Pierre 

Trey Dutilh Dec 13 Son of Jan and Ted Dutilh; Brother of Andrea 

Kenneth Burst Dec 15 Son of Cheryl and Roy Burst 

Andres Pelaez Dec 18 Son of Nancy and Armando Pelaez; Br of Alejandro, Daniel and Felipe 

Ann Roberts Dec 18 Daughter of Enola Dufrene; Sister of Margaret Banks 

April Blossum Willis Dec 20 Daughter of Mark and Martha Duran 

Jhamarie Joseph Dec 22 Son of Jackline Joseph 

Mario Anderson Dec 22 Son of Trinetta and Herbert Anderson, Jr. 

Benjamin Holtsclaw Dec 23 Son of Leslie Wolf Holtsclaw 

Craig Lemoine Dec 26 Son of Liz and Dan Lemoine 

Cara Davis Dec 27 Daughter of Ray Davis 

Paul Charles Fleming, III Dec 29 Son of Courtney & Paul Fleming, Jr.; Br of Madeline, Caroline and  

  Jake; Grandson of Gary Fleming 

Stephen Gustin Dec 30 Son of Annette Gustin; Nephew of Ann and Richard Folk 

Jeffrey Miller Dec 30 Son of Darwin and Dawn Miller 

Kimberly “Kim” Adams Dec 31 Daughter of Mary and Aubrey Adams 

 

Corey Dominique Dec 2 Son of Ann Dominique 

Amelia Clare Phares Dec  3 Daughter of Kimberly Phares 

Todd Risher Dec  6 Son of Anita and Wayne Risher 

Andrew Banks Dec 12 Son of Andrew and Margaret Banks; Father of Baileigh 

Frank “Frankie” Castagna Dec 12 Son of Margaret and Frank Castagna 

Jason Butler Dec 12 Son of Marilyn Strecker 

Jhamarie Joseph Dec 13 Son of Jackline Joseph 

Ashley E.  Blackwood Dec 13 Niece of Vicki Tosh; Mother of Alexis 

Dionne Marie Estrade Dec 16 Daughter of June DeJong 

Peter Simoneaux, Jr.  Dec 16 Son of Virginia and Peter Simoneaux 

Beth Ann Hensen Dec 16 Daughter of Jane Hensen 

Evan David Jefferson Dec 16 Son of Rose Hunter 

Charles Edwin Dec 17 Son of Charmaine Golsan 

Jean Paul Dupas Dec 20 Son of Jean C. Dupas 

Nicholas J. Giarratano Dec 21 Son of Debi Giordano; Brother of Jeff 

Grace Hughes Dec 23 Granddaughter of Angela Hughes 

Randy Grisoli Dec 23 Son of May Glo Monteleone 

Michael Anthony Bonura Dec 25 Son of Judy and Dominick Bonura 

Lori Ann Rholden Dec 30 Daughter of Linda Clement; Sister of Kristy 

Jeffrey Miller Dec 30 Son of Darwin and Dawn Miller 

   


