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OUR JUNE MEETING WILL BE ONLINE
VIA ZOOM PRESENTATION
Due to the Safety Precautions of the Coronavirus
Alan Pedersen’s Zoom Visit
Our Chapter is now into our third month of virtual meetings. We were
blessed to have Alan Pedersen join us in our May Zoom meeting providing
a discussion on grief and singing some of his personal songs. Alan
Pedersen has inspired and brought comfort to grieving individuals all over
the world through his music, speaking engagements, workshops, television
and radio appearances and published articles. Alan is nationally acclaimed
and one of the most inspirational and recognized names in the field of grief
and loss.
A former singer/songwriter and network radio reporter, Alan’s career path
changed course in August of 2001 when his 18-year-old daughter Ashley
was killed in an automobile accident. After desperately seeking out and
finding support and educating himself about grief and loss, Alan made the
life changing decision. He began to devote his creative skills toward
writing healing songs about the grieving experience accompanied by an
inspirational message of hope to help others facing a loss.
In 2013 Alan was named the Executive Director of The Compassionate
Friends, the largest grief organization in the world and served in that
position for 4 years. In addition, he served on the TCF national board of
directors, and the prestigious Nationwide Insurance Make Safe Happen
Advisory Council. The winner of numerous awards throughout his career
in songwriting, television and in grief, Alan was named the Humanitarian
of the Year (2013) by The Healing Hearts Foundation and The
Professional of the Year (2012) by The Compassionate Friends. Alan is
currently living in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Continued on Page 3 – See Pedersen
*******************************************************************

NEXT MONTHLY MEETING:

JUNE 8, 2020
Will be ONLINE
See attached flyer

2nd Monday of every month
East Jefferson Hospital
4200 Houma Blvd.
Metairie, LA 70006
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
On the 1st floor, adjacent to the
Hudson St. Garage, Esplanade III
room
UPCOMING MEETINGS:
13 Jan 20

10 Feb 20

9 Mar 20

13 Apr 20

11 May 20

8 Jun20

13 Jul 20

10 Aug 20

14 Sep 20

12 Oct 20

9 Nov 20

14 Dec 20

REGIONAL COORDINATOR
Denise St. Pierre
504-460-2970
denisestp12@gmail.com
NATIONAL OFFICE
The Compassionate Friends
PO Box 700
Jensen Beach, FL 34957
www.compassionatefriends.org

877-969-0010

The mission of The Compassionate Friends is to assist families toward
the positive resolution of grief following the death of a child of any age
and to provide information to help others be supportive.
******************************************************************************************
BIRTHDAY TABLE: We remembered birthdays in May: Memories were shared by Eileen Brocato for her
daughter Lauren Ann Brocato. Memories were shared by Joleen Dufrene for her daughter Lindsay Nichols.
We do encourage both you and your family to come when it is your child’s birthday month, to share your child
with all of us. You will receive a special birthday gift in memory of your child. Bring that treasured picture of
your child that always makes you smile so we may smile with you.
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Contact:
To all those newly bereaved, who are receiving this newsletter for
the first time and to all our Compassionate Friends, we wish you
were not eligible to belong to this group, but we want you to know
that you and your family have many friends. We, who received
love and compassion from others in our time of deep sorrow, now
wish to offer the same support and understanding to you. Please
know we understand, we care, and we want to help. You are not
alone in your grief.
Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at East
Jefferson Hospital, 4200 Houma Blvd., 1st floor adjacent to the
Hudson St. garage at 7:00 P.M. We are a self-sustaining
organization with no funds except what we receive through
donations from members and newsletter recipients. Please join
with us at a meeting.
Grief support after the death of a child
The Compassionate Friends is a national non-profit, self-help
support organization that offers friendship, understanding, and hope
to bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings. There is no religious
affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.
The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers reach
out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed inward
begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal.
The vision of The Compassionate Friends is that everyone who
needs us will find us and everyone who finds us will be helped.

Big Thanks to Our Steering Committee
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The Meeting Agenda
7:00 p.m. - The meeting will begin with a short introduction
followed by lighting of candle and then reading of the Credo.
Remembering our children’s birthdays of the month. Then
followed by smaller groups of sharing.
9:00 p.m. - Meeting will close by recognizing our children’s
names. Feel free to visit with each other and check out a book
from our library.

Newsletter Submissions: TCF Greater New Orleans welcomes all submissions to our newsletter. Send articles, poetry, love
messages and scanned photos to: TCF GNO, 1104 Colony Rd., Metairie, LA 70003. Or e-mail text and photos to:
tcfnola@gmail.com As our chapter is only funded by your donations, we ask for a donation of $15 or more for a dedication for
our newsletter. This is tax-deductible. We reserve the right to edit for space and/or content. Deadline for submissions is on the
Child Remembered page of the newsletter each month. TCF Chapters may copy articles from this publication provided credit is
given to the author and the original source. Errors and Omissions: Please notify me if any of your information is incorrect. Thank
you!
Note: Love Gifts/Dedications to be put in the June newsletter are due June 20th!!!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BIRTHDAY CAKE: Our child’s birthday is still such an important day to us bereaved parents. In TCF this is
where we can celebrate our child’s birthday and remember the love we still have for them no matter how long it
has been since they died. Our chapter is now offering you the chance to sponsor the birthday cake for the month
of your child’s birthday. You may do so by calling William Hunton (504) 265-0581 to order the cake through
East Jefferson Hospital. The cost for the cake is $40. This way we can all celebrate your child’s birthday.
**************************************************************************************************

William Hunton is our Chapter’s webmaster. He would like to add some updated pictures to our website. If
you have any pictures of our events that you would like added to the website please send to whunton@cox.net
Thank you for your continued support of our chapter. And a big thank you to William for being our webmaster
in memory of his daughter Chelsea Hunton.
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Pedersen (continued)
During Alan’s Zoom presentation with our chapter he discussed the five common denominators in the lives of
those who successfully move through their grief. Alan calls these his 5 H’s (Hurt, Hope, Help, Honor, and
Healing) and talked about how each one plays a vital role in the grief journey. His discussion of the 5 H’s
offered tremendous insight and ideas to help those in grief. Alan then followed up with several of his personal
songs each of which told stories of his own journey of grief. We can't say thank you enough to Alan Pedersen
for volunteering his time and skills to help so many bereaved individuals including the members of the Greater
New Orleans Chapter.
Alan Pedersen provided a few links and references which you are welcome to explore for your grief journey.
Alanpedersentour@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/angelsacrosstheusa/
https://angelsacrosstheusa.org/About
https://www.opentohope.com/
By William Hunton, Chapter Leader, TCF Greater New Orleans Chapter 1615, Father to Chelsea

******************************************************************************************

The Solitude of Grief
There are wounds one can't assuage
For the cut is deep and bleeding
Some wounds show no outward trace
For it's the heart that's sore and needing
How does one cope with a broken heart
A heart that's cold and lonely
From where the strength to carry on
From a grief that's shared . . . but yours only
Still in dreams we see them yet
So young, so fair so alive
I don't know how we cope with death
But somehow – somehow we do survive
Always a part of this heart of mine
Now tossed like a windblown leaf
And I imprisoned in a world not mine
In the solitude of grief

When Fathers Weep
at Graves
I see them weep
the fathers at the stones
taking off the brave armor
forced to wear in the work place
clearing away the debris
with gentle fingers
inhaling the sorrow
diminished by anguish
their hearts desiring
what they cannot have-to walk hand in hand
with children no longer held-to all the fathers who leave a part
of their hearts at the stones
may breezes underneath trees of time
ease their pain

Harvey Hockstein
TCF Morris Area, NJ
In Memory of my daughter, Marilyn

as they receive healing tears
...the gift the children give.
Alice J. Wisler
For David, in memory of our son Daniel

Treasured
What I love most is
Waking to the dew of
The grass upon my boots
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What I love most is
Smelling the end of
The day upon
My shirt, holding
My child

What I love most is
Something I don’t see
Everyday or smell or
Touch

What I do love most is
The memories of those
Moments if only buried in
My dreams
By Scott Newport

NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Monica Lynn Savoie
June 17, 1979 – April 9, 2002

Happy Birthday, sweet Monk! You are our first born and our Father's Day babe! We all miss you and
your smile so much. We are ready to honor you with the 18th “Monica Lynn Savoie Memorial
Scholarship” from Archbishop Hannan High School to a graduating senior. We continue to pray and
KNOW that we will see you again.
The hole in our hearts is always there, but we continue to build the bridge!
Our love for you is immeasurable!

Dad, Mom, Emily, Tim, Shawn and Val
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NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Erin Peters
June 18, 1996 – October 30, 2016

Happy Blessed Heavenly Birthday Sweetheart!!!
Erin Peters,
We Love you Forever!!!
We like you for always!!!
As long as we live!!!
Our baby-girl you will be!!!

Missed by Mom, Dad,
Dad, and Big sis Erica
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NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Jenny Ann Kimball
June 13, 1988 – February 23, 2001

Dear Jenny,
This year you would have been 32 years old. Where has the time gone? You were 12 years old
when you passed away in that car accident. Well this year seemed to go by so fast. Every year does
get a little easier, but I still miss you so much. Every time I need a pick me up you always seem to
find a way to send me a sign. Like the red cardinal or a song on the radio. When I pass the cemetery
to and from work, I tell you Hello and Goodnight. Then you send me a sign, so I know you hear me.
Tell Mom and Aunt Alice Hi for me. I remember the night you left us. All of your friends still keep in
touch with me. Can you send Dad some good vibes his way? He could use some help. Work is
going good for me. Your birthday falls on a weekend this year, so I am doing something special for
the day, just don't know what yet. Well I will end this letter the same way I always do. I loved being
your SISTER. Miss you and Mom more than you will ever know.

Love, Jaimie
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NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Aubrey Pitre
June 16, 1987 – February 19, 2018

Aubrey, my angel,
I wake up every morning by the fiery roosters crow,
Only to hear, I just don’t know, I just don’t know.
I lie in my bed holding my rosary between my hands while praying,
Rolled up in a ball weeping and laying.
I don’t want to get up, no not yet,
What lies ahead in my empty, lonely day, I fret.
Forcing myself to arise,
I do so with despise.
My day goes on, so very, very long,
Awaiting the stars and moon to shine bright, so I that I don’t have to try anymore today to be strong.
Every day I shed deep, painful tears,
See, my daughter Aubrey, my angel, has gone to heaven and doesn’t have any more fears.
She has reached solace and is in peace,
Not only being with The Lord Jesus, but all of her worries and suffering did cease.
My heart is missing a huge piece, so painful, so broken,
But I know I will be with Aubrey, my angel, again as Jesus has spoken.
I love and miss you so much Aubrey, my angel,

Momma
P.S., It’s Aubrey’s 33rd birthday today. I am a member of a grief group for parents that have lost a child.
I wrote this one night as Aubrey was in my mind, as always.
I’m not to the point of celebration yet, but I have hopes of being there one day.
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June Birthdays
William “Billy” Raymond
Justin Lee Henry
Kiara Pearse
Frankie Matto III
Brooke Erin Posey
Jenny Ann Kimball
Cameron Dice
Aubrey Pitre
Monica Lynn Savoie
Joseph Leif Armstrong
Erin Peters
Colton James
Joseph P. Traina
Lori Freese
Glenn Joseph Cornibe, Jr.
Joshua Watson
Chase Anthony

June 3
June 9
June 12
June 12
June 12
June 13
June 13
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 18
June 21
June 22
June 24
June 30
June 30
June 30

Son of Fran and Ronald Anderson; Brother of Ronald
Grandson of Marsha Bohrer
Daughter of Yvette Pearse
Son of Beth O’Neal and Frank Matto, Jr.
Daughter of Melissa Corass
Daughter of the late Claudia Kimball; Sister of Jaimie
Son of Amy Foy
Daughter of Kathy Perkins
Daughter of Susie and Ron Savoie
Son of Joe Armstrong
Daughter of Dena and Errol Peters
Son of Kassandra Murray
Son of Cynthia and Paul Blache
Daughter of Lauraline Freese
Son of Glenn & Susanne Cornibe
Son of Terry Peter
Son of Sandy and Brent Chester; Brother of Molly

June Anniversaries
Rennie Lee Coludrovich
Michelle Laura Bohrer
Challing Eugene Albert
Brian Jones
Lisa Guillory
Jeffrey Hergert
Sheri Bundy
Shelley Posey
Jonathan Richard Wallace
Jessica Lynn Smith
Cherie Ann Tibbs Drumm
Rosalie Miranda Fournett
Randall “Randy” Greg Ardon
Julie Ann Marino
Amie Miller
Michele Mahne Laux
Lindsay Nichols
Jennifer Marsh
Jeffrey Samuel Rodosta
Gavin Matthew Gholston
Torin Jaron (TJ) Stipe, Jr.
Taylor Friloux

June 1
June 2
June 2
June 6
June 6
June 7
June 7
June 9
June 9
June 12
June 12
June 15
June 17
June 18
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 24
June 25
June 27
June 29

Son of Lana and Rennie Lee Coludrovich, Sr.
Daughter of Marsha Bohrer
Son of Liz and Stephen LeBlanc
Son of Laura Porter
Daughter of Jane Guillory
Son of Donald & Roxanne Hergert
Daughter of Carita and Buddy Arnold
Daughter of Ann Posey
Son of Claranecia and Stanley Wallace; Brother of Jessica
Daughter of Connie Smith
Daughter of Brenda Cooper
Daughter of Isabel Miranda-Vigne
Son of Diane Ardon; Brother of Ryan Ardon
Sister of Sharon Nami
Daughter of Darwin and Dawn Miller
Daughter of Gale and Edward Mahne; Sister of Danny
Daughter of Jolene Dufrene
Daughter of Amy Dennis
Son of Margie Galloway
Son of Laura Kelley; Grandson of Judith Fabre Kelley & Ron Kelley
Son of Chrishelle and Torin Stipe, Sr.
Daughter of Jamie Reavis and Suzi Guerin

PHONE
FRIEND
LIST
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Our listeners are willing to listen, understand, and share.
504-454-3293 – Melva Duhon, son, 41, suicide
504-456-8248 – Patsy Ashton, son, 24, drug overdose
504-559-2438 – Jaimie Kimball, sibling, 12, vehicle accident
504-265-0581 – William and Millie Hunton, daughter, 30,
accidental overdose

