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SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday November 2, 2019 
Walk and Auction Our only fundraiser—we need your 

support to help us make this a success!! 
See flyer for details.  

 
****************************************************** 

Reopening of School and No Child! 

Summer ends, and across our nation, from the middle of August to the 
week after Labor Day, schools open for another year. For those parents 
surviving a child of school age, be that from nursery school to college or 
university, this can be as trying a time as the holidays. 

School buses travel again the busy highways of our cities and the quiet 
lanes of our countryside. Anxious parents stand with children about to make 
the first ride to school. Gaggles of youngsters play at countless stops across 
our land. America’s most precious and costly activity is renewed. The children 
are off to school. 

I remember well the silences of the September mornings of those first 
years. The bus no longer stopped at our home. It simply drove casually by, 
the people within never realizing it once carried the focus of my love, the 
repository of my dreams. The drone of its wheels marked anew the mind-
numbing dullness of my fragmented senses as it moved its way down the tree 
lined lane once alive with my son’s comings and goings. 

It was always possible to avoid “back to school” sales. Seeing young 
people and their weary parents gather school supplies and clothing was just 
too much in those earliest years. Somehow, the perfect notebook, the brilliant 
sweater, the odd-shaped erasers were simply unendurable. The stream of 
vehicles heading for Cape Cod for that final Labor Day weekend, the last 
family outing to end the summer, was another scene to avoid. It was a ritual 
from which we seemed excluded. Could we still be a family without him? 

Those years are gone now. Having returned to education, I now have 
“back to school” buying to do myself. I see the buses arrive to unload their 
treasured passengers, no longer feeling the emptiness of a bus that drives on, 
barren of hopes and dreams. But I do and will forever remember the pain of those unhappy years and sometimes I 
reflect on the many parents who now feel as I did. 

If you are such a parent, if you mourn a child who leaves a school desk somewhere unfilled, I promise that you 
are not alone in that pain. But even though you are not alone, you know that you are forever marked, that the death 
of your child or children has altered you in some basic manner.  Continued on Page 4, See REOPENING 

********************************************************** 
The mission of The Compassionate Friends is to assist families toward the positive resolution of grief 
following the death of a child of any age and to provide information to help others be supportive. 
************************************************************************************************************ 

BIRTHDAY TABLE: We remembered birthdays in July for: Jonathan Reid Caluda; and Monica Lynn Savoie.  We 

do encourage both you and your family to come when it is your child’s birthday month, to share your child 

with all of us. You will receive a special birthday gift in memory of your child.  Bring that treasured picture of 

your child that always makes you smile so we may smile with you.    

  

 Chapter Leader:  William and Millie Hunton   504-265-0581   Email address: tcfnola@gmail.com  www.tcfneworleans.com 

MONTHLY MEETING: 

August 12, 2019 

2nd Monday of every month 

East Jefferson Hospital 

4200 Houma Blvd. 

Metairie, LA  70006 
 

Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

On the 1st floor, adjacent to the 

Hudson St. Garage, Esplanade III 

room 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:                      
Sept 9 
Oct 14 

Nov 11 
Dec 9 

 

REGIONAL COORDINATOR 
 

Denise St. Pierre 

504-460-2970 

denisestp12@gmail.com 
 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

The Compassionate Friends 

PO Box 3696 

Oak Brook, IL 60522-3696 
 

nationaloffice@compassionatefriends.org 

www.compassionatefriends.org 

 

877-969-0010 



 
Newsletter Submissions:  TCF Greater New Orleans welcomes all submissions to our newsletter. Send articles, poetry, love 

messages and scanned photos to: TCF GNO, 1104 Colony Rd., Metairie, LA 70003. Or e-mail text and photos to: 

tcfnola@gmail.com As our chapter is only funded by your donations, we ask for a donation of $15 or more for a dedication for 

our newsletter. This is tax-deductible. We reserve the right to edit for space and/or content. Deadline for submissions is on the 

Child Remembered page of the newsletter each month. TCF Chapters may copy articles from this publication provided credit is 

given to the author and the original source. Errors and Omissions: Please notify me if any of your information is incorrect. Thank 

you! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
BIRTHDAY CAKE:  Our child’s birthday is still such an important day to us bereaved parents. In TCF this is 

where we can celebrate our child’s birthday and remember the love we still have for them no matter how long it 

has been since they died. Our chapter is now offering you the chance to sponsor the birthday cake for the month 

of your child’s birthday. You may do so by calling William Hunton (504) 265-0581 to order the cake through 

East Jefferson Hospital.  The cost for the cake is $40.  This way we can all celebrate your child’s birthday. 

************************************************************************************************** 

 

William Hunton is now our Chapter’s webmaster. He would like to add some updated pictures to our website.  

If you have any pictures of our events that you would like added to the website please send to 

whunton@cox.net 
Thank you for your continued support of our chapter. And a big thank you to William for being our webmaster 

in memory of his daughter Chelsea Hunton.  

 
 

 

 

To all those newly bereaved, who are receiving this newsletter for 

the first time and to all our Compassionate Friends, we wish you 

were not eligible to belong to this group, but we want you to know 

that you and your family have many friends.  We, who received 

love and compassion from others in our time of deep sorrow, now 

wish to offer the same support and understanding to you. Please 

know we understand, we care, and we want to help.  You are not 
alone in your grief.   
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at East 
Jefferson Hospital, 4200 Houma Blvd., 1st floor adjacent to the 
Hudson St. garage at 7:00 P.M.  We are a self-sustaining 

organization with no funds except what we receive through 

donations from members and newsletter recipients.  Please join 

with us at a meeting.  

 
Grief support after the death of a child 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a national non-profit, self-help 

support organization that offers friendship, understanding, and hope 

to bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings. There is no religious 

affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.  
 

The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers reach 

out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed inward 

begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal.   
 

The vision of The Compassionate Friends is that everyone who 

needs us will find us and everyone who finds us will be helped.   

 
 

Contact: 
Phone: (504) 265-0581 

Email: tcfnola@gmail.com 

www.tcfneworleans.com 

1104 Colony Rd 

Metairie, LA 70003 
 

            Chapter Leader………......William Hunton 

            Newsletter Editor………..William Hunton 

            Chapter Co-Leader………...Millie Hunton 

            Treasurer…………......…….Debi Giordano 

            Facilitator………….…………Debi Giordano 

            Webmaster…………………William Hunton 

 

Steering Committee: 
 Patsy Ashton, Danny Bolner, Alice Buuck, Jan Dutilh, 

Debi Giordano, Cari Serpas, Denise St. Pierre 
 

Denise St. Pierre, Regional Coordinator 

(504) 460-2970 

TCF National (877) 969-0010 

www.compassionatefriends.org 
 

The Meeting Agenda 
 

7:00 p.m. - The meeting will begin with a short 

introduction followed by lighting of candle and then 

reading of the Credo. Remembering our children’s 

birthdays of the month. Then followed by smaller 

groups of sharing. 

9:00 p.m. - Meeting will close by recognizing our 

children’s names.  Feel free to visit with each other and 

check out a book from our library. 

 



*Important Chapter Information* 

BRICKS:  The chapter takes orders for engraved brick twice a year, for the Butterfly Release in April and then 

again for the Worldwide Candle Lighting Ceremony in December.  The deadline to order bricks will be on 

November 1, 2019 for the WWCL on Dec. 8, 2019. 
****************************************************************************************** 

ATTENTION 
NOTICE: We had previously asked members who can, to receive our monthly newsletter by email instead of 

regular mail.  This would be more cost effective for our chapter funds if your newsletter was delivered in this 

manner.  It also would cut down the time it takes to fold, stuff, stamp and put the labels on each newsletter. If 

you do not have access to email you may still receive your newsletter by regular mail.  Please help us to reduce 

the cost of mailing out Newsletters each month. 

In order to do this, you can email me your email address so that your newsletter will be emailed to you. You can 

email me at tcfnola@gmail.com 

Also, please let us know if you no longer wish to receive the newsletter or if there is a change of address. 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITY: Have your child’s name displayed on a sign at our functions. The signs will have 

“The Compassionate Friends” logo and the words “In Memory of”. You can add your child’s name and any 

sentiment providing it is 16 characters per line. The size of the sign will be 18 x 24, and the cost is $40 per 

sign.  Any questions? Call William 504-265-0581. 

 
 
 
 

Child’s Name 
 

Any sentiment 

 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s Name:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sentiment:______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Remember 16 characters per line! 

 
Mail to: TCF, 1104 Colony Rd., Metairie, LA 70003. 

  



REOPENING (Cont from Page 1) 

 

Perhaps time and much grief work remain before your 
spirit can yield up the agony and permit a new self to 
emerge. That time and work was necessary for me, 
as it actually is for all of us. For me, grief resolution 
finally recalled me to my original work. I teach. I no 
longer administer or direct. The need for that fled 
before bereavement’s assault. 
 
I teach math, science, and social studies to sixth 
grade children, ages 11 to 12 over the course of a 
year. In wondrous ways they have restored love to my 
living. There is nothing of an intellectual character 
with enough value to equal that, so I have given them 
the love and caring that was mine, evoked by and for 
Olin. Thus do Olin’s gifts live on, called forth and 
given new lift through the innocent and selfless love of 
schoolchildren. 
 
All who walk this road realize this is not substitution. 
Such is not possible. But it does reflect qualities of 
successful reinvestment, something each of us sorely 
needs. 
 
Today as schools prepare for another year, I look 
forward to a new group of children. But cautions arise 
within as well, the legacy of that time over 12 years 
ago, when the world came to a sudden halt, when the 
laughter of lifetimes ceased, when dreams 
evaporated with a morning mist. 
 
For those of us who dare live and love again, for 
those fortunate enough to have found a reinvestment 
encouraging the same, there is always risk. After all, 
tragedy can strike again. Our present or past pain 
grants no immunity. Students, the children within the 
school, invited me, albeit unknowingly, to take that 
risk again, although certainly not at the rich and deep 
level of father and son. Nevertheless, it feels right, 
and though I will never again know the depth of love 
which belonged to Olin and me, I welcome the chance 
to live once more on its margins. 
 
So schools, which were once just another 
manifestation of hurt, have helped me to restore 
purpose and balance to daily living. There is surely 
such a reinvestment awaiting all of us, but we must 
seek the circumstances and create the opportunities 
for it to occur. I pray that all of us who have not yet 
had such good fortune may soon do so. All of our 
children would want this for us as well. With that 
thought in mind, it is indeed worth striving for that 
dimension in life once more. 
 

Don Hackett 
TCF Kingston, MA 

In Memory of my son, Olin 
 

 

*********************************** 

In This Place 

 
Brave hearts, you are here. You have traveled 
a dreadful distance. You have come, 

seeking solace, understanding, hope, 

threads to patch what death’s so cruelly undone. 

 

In this place you can relax and breathe . . . 

the coats of others’ expectations taken off. 

Walk into these few hours as into an oasis 

where draughts of love and memories can be quaffed. 

 

In this place all names can be spoken; 

in this place each one’s story may be told. 

We will not be discouraged by your sorrow; 

in this place ALL feelings, we enfold. 

 

Here laughter does not mean we are forgetting; 

we do not count how many tears are shed. 

Both fuel us, fellow travelers, give us courage, 

for the long and winding road that is ahead. 

 

And those we love are pleased we are together. 

They smile down on us, and bless this day, 

glad for every tiny step we’re taking 

and send their light to guide us on our way. 

 

Traveling with us as we journey onward, 

sending strength for what the miles may bring, 

they are a part of everything we do that matters - 

in every dance we dance, and every song we sing. 

 

Genesse Bourdeau Gentry 

from Catching the Light – 

Coming Back to Life after the Death of a Child 

 

 

What Candice Would Say 
 

I’m sorry big sister, I can’t play with you. 
I’m sorry grandpa, I can’t go to the zoo. 

I’m sorry daddy, you can’t kiss me goodnight. 
I’m sorry mommy, you can’t hold me tight. 

No one knows why, no one can guess. 
But I can’t play right now, 

I’ve gone to rest. 
 

Mary Lingle 
TCF Tyler, TX 

In Memory of Candice 

 



 

 

Dear Compassionate Friends, 
 
I have had the opportunity to experience this year’s national Compassionate Friends 

conference in Philadelphia as a first-time attendee.  While I have attended numerous 

national conferences for different organizations, I have never attended an event so 

filled with passion, caring, and understanding. 

 

Every aspect of everything they do is focused on the concerns of the TCF member 

whether he or she is a first-time attendee or a well-seasoned attendee.  If you have not 

experienced a national conference, consider a chapter meeting on serious steroids 

times a hundred, maybe a thousand.  There are rooms for siblings, rooms for men, 

rooms for grandparents, and there is even a room just to get a hug. 

 

Daytime sessions break down into almost every category you could think of with 

dedicated speakers who truly speak to you from their heart relating to traumatic 

events of their own lives.  Evening sessions are for sharing with individual focuses to 

talk about your own experiences or to just listen to stories from others. 

 

The keynote speakers are truly phenomenal with extraordinary stories.  You cannot 

help but feel that the entire conference was specifically geared to exactly your own 

personal needs.  The orchestration of the event is truly overwhelming. 

 

TCF does offer numerous conferences throughout the nation on a regional level as 

well.  If you have not been to one then I would certainly recommend you attending 

one.  Even if you have been to a conference, I would highly recommend attending 

again.  It will provide you with the opportunity to meet with others, hear their stories, 

and tell others of your story. 

 

Upcoming Conferences:  

 

Regional – Houston, TX – Oct 4 – 7, 2019 

  Regional – Nashville, TN – Oct 17 – 19, 2019 

  Regional – Honolulu, HI – Mar 27 – 28, 2020 

  National – Alanta, GA – July 24 – 26, 2020 

 

Millie and William Hunton, 
Parents to Chelsea Marie Hunton 
Chapter Leaders 
 
P.S.  I would personally like to thank everyone who gave their hugs, kisses, and 

condolences after Millie’s mom passed away on June 26th after a traumatic head 

injury from falling in the kitchen.  Thank you all. 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KENDALL OLIVER SPRINGMAN 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY ON YOUR 13TH BIRTHDAY 

July 12, 2005 – July 31, 2011 

We miss you so much!!! 

You are forever in our hearts. 

Mom, Dad, Kaul, Grandpa and Granny 
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August Birthdays 

  
Keilon J. Barnes, Sr. August 7 Brenda D. Barnes 
Ron Guillory August 9 Son of Jane Guillory 
Kim Mark Kimble August 10 Son of Nancy Kimble; Brother of Baron 
Kerry A. Degeyter August 12 Daughter of Dee Arnold 
Joshua Louis Matranga August 14 Son of Jodi Caronna; Brother of Jaclyn and Joseph 
Angel B. Williams August 15 Daughter of Linda J. Williams 
Jeffrey Hergert August 17 Son of Donald & Roxanne Hergert 
Joshua LeJeune August 17 Son of Naomie Swanson 
April Blossum Duran August 19 Daughter of Mark & Martha Duran; Sister of Autumn Moore;  
     Mother of Gina Wills 
Bryan Anthony Eiserloh August 20 Son of June DeJong 
Angelica M. Matamoros August 23 Daughter of Dafne Parent 
Debra Barker August 24 Daughter of Antoinette and Edward Barker 
Laura Alphonse Baroni August 25 Daughter of Margaret B. Alphonse 

August 27 Daughter of Imani Ruffins 
Jonathan M. Campo III August 27 Son of Anthony Campo III 
Elizabeth Mary Forrest August 28 Daughter of Steven & Nicole Forrest; Sister of Madison and Logan; 
     Granddaughter of Elmer and Dianne Darwin 
Beverly Ann Alexander August 28 Daughter of Beverly and Melvin Siemssen 
Eric Lanus August 28 Son of Linda Lanus 
David Andre Folks August 29 Son of Vickie Tullier; Brother of Jared; Grandson of Ellwyn and  
     Joseph Abadie, Jr.; Nephew of Janel & Peter Quitzau 
Paris Callais Sullivan August 30 Daughter of Gwen and Randy Sullivan 

  
   
   

  
 

Love Gifts/Dedications-Love gifts are tax deductible and help with chapter expenses.  Thank you for caring!!! 
A Newsletter Dedication: is a special page dedicated in memory of your child with any favorite poem or writing that you submit. 

A Love Gift: is a short one or two sentence message in your child’s memory.  You may use the form below for love gifts. 

Make checks payable: to TCF - GNO.  Mail to William Hunton, 1104 Colony Rd., Metairie, LA  70003 (265-0581) 
 

Your Name ____________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________________ 

 
Your Child ________________________________________ Birthday _________________ Death _______________________ 
 
Message__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Note:  Love Gifts/Dedications to be put in the September newsletter are due August 21st!!! 
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August Anniversaries 

    

Jonathan Reid Caluda August 1 Son of Andrew Davis 

Anne Woodfin August 7 Daughter of Anna Belle and John Loeb 

Joshua William McNulty August 9 Son of Pam McNulty 

Eileen LaPorte Mustacchia August 9 Daughter of Catherine O. LaPorte 

Frankie Matto III August 9 Son of Beth O’Neal and Frank Matto, Jr. 

John Mickael Smith August 10 Son of Carole A. Clark 

Jason Butler August 12 Son of Marilyn Strecker 

Duane Ransome August 15 Son of Elaine Ransome 

Thomas “Tommy” Corman August 18 Son of Steven Cornman and Felicia Cornman 

Joshua Paul Keller August 21 Son of Jerry and Dana Keller 

Kim Mark Kimble August 27 Son of Nancy Kimble; Brother of Baron 

Beau Charles Tedesco, MD August 28 Son of Madelyn and Ted Tedesco 

Charles Kirklon III August 29 Son of Ida Warfield 

 
 
 
 
 

Love Gifts/Dedications-Love gifts are tax deductible and help with chapter expenses.  Thank you for caring!!! 
A Newsletter Dedication: is a special page dedicated in memory of your child with any favorite poem or writing that you submit. 

A Love Gift: is a short one or two sentence message in your child’s memory.  You may use the form below for love gifts. 

Make checks payable: to TCF - GNO.  Mail to William Hunton, 1104 Colony Rd., Metairie, LA  70003 (265-0581) 
 

Your Name ____________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________________ 

 
Your Child ________________________________________ Birthday _________________ Death _______________________ 
 
Message__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Note:  Love Gifts/Dedications to be put in the September newsletter are due August 21st!!! 

 



REGISTRATION – TCF Greater New Orleans Chapter Walk to Remember 

SATURDAY, November 2, 2018 
 

Registration begins at 8:30 AM Walk starts at 10:00 AM in the Children’s Memorial Garden at Lafreniere Park 
Our chapter is NOT offering T-Shirts this year. We will have Walk style Bibs to write child’s name that you are remembering. 

All monies raised go to fund TCF chapter expenses 

Make checks payable to: The Compassionate Friends.  Mail to: 3521 California Ave., Kenner, LA 70065 
 

Name:               

 

Address:               

 

City, State, Zip:      __________Phone No.     ________ 

 

REGISTRATION IS $15 BEFORE OCTOBER 15TH, AFTER OCTOBER 15TH   

 THE DAY OF THE WALK REGISTRATION IS $20 
 
 

 

 
In consideration of being accepted as a participant in the TCF Inc., Walk to Remember, I hereby affirm, acknowledge and agree to the following: 1. That I assume all responsibility for any and all damages 
to, or theft of, my personal property or any bodily injury (including death) that may occur to me, and further, I assume responsibility for property damage and bodily injury (including death) that I may cause 
to others, in each case arising or resulting from, incidental to, or as a consequence of, my participation in the TCF Inc., Walk to Remember; 2. That I, for myself, my heirs, my executors and administrators, 
release and hold harmless from and waive all claims, damages, and rights of action, present or future, whether the same be known or unknown, anticipated or unanticipated, foreseen or unforeseen, 
arising or resulting from, incident to or as a consequence of, my participation in the TCF Inc., Walk to Remember, which I may now or hereafter have against The Compassionate Friends, Inc., any 
business or companies along the route and any and all sponsors and volunteers for said event, and the respective directors, employees and agents of all of the foregoing; 3. That I grant the permission for 
use of my name and/or picture in any broadcast, photograph, video, or other account of The Compassionate Friends, Inc., Walk to Remember; and 4. That I am aware of the physical demands and 
hazards of participating in a two mile walking event such as The Compassionate Friends, Inc., Walk to Remember. 

 
Signature: (Parent or Guardian if under 18)      Date:      

Children 12 and under are free! 
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REGISTRATION IS $15 BEFORE OCTOBER 15TH, AFTER OCTOBER 15TH   

 THE DAY OF THE WALK REGISTRATION IS $20 
 
 

 

 
In consideration of being accepted as a participant in the TCF Inc., Walk to Remember, I hereby affirm, acknowledge and agree to the following: 1. That I assume all responsibility for any and all damages 
to, or theft of, my personal property or any bodily injury (including death) that may occur to me, and further, I assume responsibility for property damage and bodily injury (including death) that I may cause 
to others, in each case arising or resulting from, incidental to, or as a consequence of, my participation in the TCF Inc., Walk to Remember; 2. That I, for myself, my heirs, my executors and administrators, 
release and hold harmless from and waive all claims, damages, and rights of action, present or future, whether the same be known or unknown, anticipated or unanticipated, foreseen or unforeseen, 
arising or resulting from, incident to or as a consequence of, my participation in the TCF Inc., Walk to Remember, which I may now or hereafter have against The Compassionate Friends, Inc., any 
business or companies along the route and any and all sponsors and volunteers for said event, and the respective directors, employees and agents of all of the foregoing; 3. That I grant the permission for 
use of my name and/or picture in any broadcast, photograph, video, or other account of The Compassionate Friends, Inc., Walk to Remember; and 4. That I am aware of the physical demands and 
hazards of participating in a two mile walking event such as The Compassionate Friends, Inc., Walk to Remember. 

 
Signature: (Parent or Guardian if under 18)      Date:      

Children 12 and under are free! 
  

LIABILITY WAIVER MUST BE SIGNED BEFORE MAILING: Please copy and complete this section for each person walking. 

LIABILITY WAIVER MUST BE SIGNED BEFORE MAILING: Please copy and complete this section for each person walking. 



 

 


