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An Unfinished Mother 
When child loss occurs, a mother goes through a difficult time of emotional turmoil and 
questioning. “Am I still a mother?” “Does my child still have a birthday each year, or does 
time stand still?” “Can the mother/ child relationship continue to grow, or am I now an 
‘unfinished mother’?” 
 Losing a child places a mother on a road that begins a lonelier journey than ever 
expected— one that can never really be explained. There was a beginning, but with the 
death of the child, there is no middle and no end. Everything seems so unfinished. Hopes 
and dreams were stopped far too soon. Joy was snatched away so suddenly. A mother is 
left with empty arms and an empty heart. Nothing can ever be complete when a child’s life 
ends.  

When the death of a child occurs, a mother is stopped in her tracks, and she suddenly feels 
inadequate and incomplete. She wears a new name. She is an “unfinished mother”, never 
being able to see the rest of the picture. She will never be able to watch her child mature 
into a young adult. She will never be able to see all the pieces fit together. The picture will 
always have part of the scenery missing. It is so painful to be an unfinished mother! Child 
loss makes everything seem so empty and incomplete.  
The reality of child loss is devastating to a mother. There are overwhelming feelings of guilt, 
inadequacy, and most often feelings of failure. These feelings can overwhelm a mother for 
several months following the death of a child, and it can be quite difficult to build a support 
system to carry a mother through this roller coaster of emotions. Very few people will 
understand a mother’s explanation of feeling like she is an unfinished mother.  
There will come a critical point in this journey of grief when a mother must reach deep inside 
her inner resources and make a conscious decision to accept herself just as she is— a 
mother whose heart has been touched by the pain and grief of child loss. Only then can she 
start to put together some of the broken pieces and begin to feel like there will be a day 
when she will feel more like a complete mother than an unfinished mother.  
When a child dies, life is suddenly thrown completely off balance. A mother is left feeling 
like her identity has been taken away. It is often a long difficult journey to find that place of 
identity as a mother again. It’s hard to understand that there is unfinished living that will 
never be completed. Peace can finally come to a mother’s heart when she realizes that 
there is a big difference between having unfinished business and being left feeling like an 
unfinished mother.  
A mother is never “unfinished.” No matter how brief her time was with her child, the bond of 
love between mother and child was complete. A mother’s love for her child is unending. 
Dreams may shatter and circumstances may change, but a mother’s love remains strong. As a mother travels the path to healing, it is 
important for her to remind herself often that she is a mother forever. Her motherhood did not stop when her child died. This 
understanding of motherhood releases the feelings of guilt and failure and allows a mother to begin to see herself as a whole person 
again— a complete mother.   
A mother is never an “unfinished mother.” A mother’s love runs far too deep to ever be called unfinished!  from TCF Phillipines!                                                                            
************************************************************************************************************ 

BIRTHDAY TABLE: We remembered birthdays in APRIL for: Tynia Alexander; Sean Barringer; Chelsea Hunton; 

Lindsay Nichols. We do encourage both you and your family to come when it is your child’s birthday month, to 

share your child with all of us. You will receive a special birthday gift in memory of your child.  Bring that 

treasured picture of your child that always makes you smile so we may smile with you.    

 

The cake for APRIL birthday is in memory of Sean Barringer and Lindsay Nichols. 
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Newsletter Submissions:  TCF Greater New Orleans welcomes all submissions to our newsletter. Send articles, poetry, 

love messages and scanned photos to: TCF GNO, 4541 Loveland St., Metairie, LA 70006. Or e-mail text and photos to: 

tcfnola@gmail.com As our chapter is only funded by your donations, we ask for a donation of $15 or more for a dedication 

for our newsletter. This is tax-deductible. We reserve the right to edit for space and/or content. Deadline for submissions is 

on the Child Remembered page of the newsletter each month. TCF Chapters may copy articles from this publication 

provided credit is given to the author and the original source. Errors and Omissions: Please notify me if any of your 

information is incorrect. Thank you! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
BIRTHDAY CAKE:  Our child’s birthday is still such an important day to us bereaved parents. In TCF this is 

where we can celebrate our child’s birthday and remember the love we still have for them no matter how long it 

has been since they died. Our chapter is now offering you the chance to sponsor the birthday cake for the month of 

your child’s birthday. You may do so by calling Denise St. Pierre (504) 265-0581 to order the cake through  East 

Jefferson Hospital.  The cost for the cake is $40.  This way we can all celebrate your child’s birthday. 

************************************************************************************************** 

 

William Hunton is now our Chapter’s webmaster. He would like to add some updated pictures to our website.  

If you have any pictures of our events that you would like added to the website please send to 

whunton@cox.net 
Thank you for your continued support of our chapter. And a big thank you to William for being our webmaster 

in memory of his daughter Chelsea Hunton.  

 
 

 

To all those newly bereaved, who are receiving this newsletter 

for the first time and to all our Compassionate Friends, we wish 

you were not eligible to belong to this group, but we want you to 

know that you and your family have many friends.  We, who 

received love and compassion from others in our time of deep 

sorrow, now wish to offer the same support and understanding 

to you. Please know we understand, we care, and we want to 

help.  You are not alone in your grief.   
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at East 
Jefferson Hospital, 4200 Houma Blvd., 1st floor adjacent to 
the Hudson St. garage at 7:00 P.M.  We are a self-sustaining 

organization with no funds except what we receive through 

donations from members and newsletter recipients.  Please join 

with us at a meeting.  

 
Grief support after the death of a child 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a national non-profit, self-help 

support organization that offers friendship, understanding, and 

hope to bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings. There is no 

religious affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.  
 

The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers 

reach out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed 

inward begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal.   
 

The vision of The Compassionate Friends is that everyone who 

needs us will find us and everyone who finds us will be helped.   

 
 

Contact: 

Phone: (504) 265-0581 

Email: tcfnola@gmail.com 

www.tcfneworleans.com 

4541 Loveland St. 

Metairie, LA 70006 
 

Chapter Leader……….....Denise St. Pierre 

Newsletter Editor……....Denise St. Pierre 

            Treasurer…………......…….Debi Giordano 

             Facilitator……………………Debi Giordano 

             Webmaster…………………William Hunton 

 

Steering Committee: 

 Patsy Ashton, Danny Bolner, Alice Buuck, Jan Dutilh, 

Debi Giordano, William Hunton, Cari Serpas,  

Denise St. Pierre 
 

Denise St. Pierre, Regional Coordinator 

(504) 265-0581 

TCF National (877) 969-0010 

www.compassionatefriends.org 
 

The Meeting Agenda 
 

7:00 p.m. - The meeting will begin with a short 

introduction followed by lighting of candle and then 

reading of the Credo. Remembering our children’s 

birthdays of the month. Then followed by smaller 

groups of sharing. 

9:00 p.m. - Meeting will close by recognizing our 

children’s names.  Feel free to visit with each other 

and check out a book from our library. 

 



*Important Chapter Information* 

BRICKS:  The chapter takes orders for engraved brick twice a year, for the Butterfly Release in April and then 

again for the Worldwide Candle Lighting Ceremony in December.  The deadline to order bricks will be in 

November for the WWCL on Dec. 8, 2019. 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

NOTICE: With the recent increase to postage stamps we are asking members who can, to receive our monthly 

newsletter by email instead of regular mail.  This would be more cost effective for our chapter funds if your 

newsletter was delivered in this manner.  It also would cut down the time it takes to fold, stuff, stamp and put 

the labels on each newsletter. If you do not have access to email you may still receive your newsletter by 

regular mail.  Please consider switching to save our funds for other outreach support to the bereaved 

community.  

In order to do this, you can email me your email address so that your newsletter will be emailed to you. You can 

email me at tcfnola@gmail.com 

Also, please let us know if you no longer wish to receive the newsletter or if there is a change of address. 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITY: Have your child’s name displayed on a sign at our functions. The signs will have 

“The Compassionate Friends” logo and the words “In Memory of”. You can add your child’s name and any 

sentiment providing it is 16 characters per line. The size of the sign will be 18 x 24, and the cost is $40 per 

sign.  Any questions? Call Denise 504-265-0581. 

 
 
 
 
 

Child’s Name 
 

Any sentiment 

 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s Name:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sentiment:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Remember 16 characters per line! 
 

Mail to: TCF, 4541 Loveland St., Metairie, LA 70006. 



 

BUTTERFLY RELEASE: Our butterfly release on Sunday, April 14th was a beautiful remembrance of our 

children, grandchildren, brothers and sisters – loved ones gone too soon.  Over 200 people attended.   The 

Painted Lady butterflies put on a great show – flying up in the air or landing on people’s hair, clothes, arms, 

hands!!  Seeing them reminded us that butterflies are “signs of new life’ and “symbols of hope” that our 

children are living in another dimension with greater beauty and freedom.  
 

Thanks to our TCF angels: Linda Provance, in memory of her son Gerry Provance, for the beautiful pictures 

of the event. Also, huge thanks to David Ashton, in memory of his son David Allen, William Hunton, in 

memory of his daughter, Chelsea, and Cari Serpas, in memory of her son Beau and her brother, Jeffery for the 

music and sound system for the program.         
 

Thanks to our readers: Poems “Why Butterflies” read by Millie Hunton, in memory of her daughter, Chelsea,  

“TCF’s Credo” read by Ray Davis, in memory of his daughter, Cara, “Still Missing You” read by Lynne 

Bernard, in memory of her daughter, Kasey; “Your Memory Will Always Last” read by Isabel Vigne in 

memory of her daughter, Rosalie, “Just Our Heart Notes” read by Susie Savoie, in memory of her daughter, 

Monica, “We Are the Love That Remembers” read by Danny Bolner, in memory of his son, Daniel.  Thank 

you to Tiffany for the beautiful dance in memory of her sister Tynia. A Huge Thanks to Carolyn Yesso for the 

crocheted butterflies she made in memory of David Castaneda. Thanks to Patsy Ashton, Jan and Ted Dutilh, 

Danny Bolner, Janice Brady for helping with this event. THANK YOU! 

Special thank you to Danny Bolner, in memory of his son, Daniel, for the installation of our bricks in the 

Garden.  Thanks to all who helped with distributing the butterflies. 

And last but not least special thanks to all our TCF members who brought the delicious desserts! 

 

  

 

  

 
 

  
   Danny Bolner 

 Millie Hunton                  Ray Davis 

  Isabel Vigne 

 

  Susie Savoie 

 Lynne Bernard 

Tiffany 



 



LOVE GIFT DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Beau Charles Tedesco, M.D. 

May 21, 1971 ~ August 28, 2003 
 

 

I live by the sun, from day to day. But the 

sun is faithful. Every now and then it seems 

to hide, but it soon comes back more 

glorious than ever. 
 

Blessed John XXIII 

1881-1963 

 

Happy Birthday, Beau 

Love you, Mom and Dad 

***************************************************************************************** 

LOVE GIFT DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Alina Ezzo 

February 7, 2010 ~ September 24, 2017 

 
Missing You 

 
I just can't believe it... 

The sun still rises and sets, 
The moon and stars still shine, 

The flowers still bloom, the birds still sing. 
I expected a change in everything 

I just can't believe it... 
It still gets dark and light, 

The ocean still has waves, 
The rain still rains, the wind still blows, 

Is it because they do not know? 
I just can't believe it... 

I thought the world would stop 
When in my house I found 

an empty chair, a missing smile 
I thought it would stop for just a while. 

I just can't believe it... 
Gretta Viney 

TCF Yakima, WA 

Mommy, Daddy’s Little Monkey  
Teta’s Mongaroo  

We all love and miss you so very much! 
 

 



LOVE DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Randall Mark Grisoli  

December 23, 1959 ~ May 15, 1985 

 
 

Comes The Dawn 

 

After awhile you learn the subtle difference 

Between holding a hand and chaining a soul. 

And you learn that love doesn’t mean leaning 

And company doesn’t mean security. 

And you begin to learn that kisses aren’t contracts 

And presents aren’t promises. 

And you begin to accept your defeats 

With your head up and your eyes open. 

With the grace of a woman, not the grief of a child. 

And learn to build all your roads 

On today because tomorrows ground 

Is too uncertain for plans, and futures have 

A way of falling down in mid-flight. 

After awhile you learn that even sunshine 

Burns if you get too much. 

 

So you plant your own garden and decorate- 

Your own soul, instead of waiting 

For someone to bring you flowers. 

And you learn that you really can endure… 

That you really are strong 

And you really do have worth. 

And you learn and learn… 

With every goodbye you learn. 

 

 

 

“Beloved son, brother and Joy of our Lives 

Goodnight Sweet Prince” 

Mom, Rob, Robin, Rick and Ron 

 

 

 

 



IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Lauren Ann Brocato 

May 30, 1985 ~ February 27, 2016 

 

I will always love you. 

 
My only regret is that if I had known 

that the last time I saw you, 

would be the last time I saw you, 

I would have hugged you a little tighter, 

told you I loved you a little louder, 

and stayed by your side a little longer. 

My mind knows that you are gone, 

but my heart will never accept it. 

I miss you so much. 

 

Love, Mom, Dad, Jake and Rodney 

 



Our Children Remembered 
 
 

 

 

Timothy Moreau May 3 Son of Penny and Mike Moreau 
Christopher Guy May 3 Son of Toni Stack 
James “Jim” Nixon May 4 Son of Linda Nixon 
Bailey Caroline Durham May 5 Daughter of Jason M. Durham 
Brandon Sensebe May 6 Son of Patricia Sensebe 
Geri Lynn W. Cheatham May 8 Daughter of Linda Wilson 
Jarrod Christopher May 11 Son of Myra Santos 
Ryan Patrick Sanders May 12 Son of Roxie Sanders 
Kameron May 15 Grandson of Marlene Zabalaoui 
Timothy David Souther May 16 Son of Lisa Winstell; Brother of Jennifer and David  
Gina Romano Swafford May 17 Daughter of Jim Romano 
David Joseph Rome May 19 Son of Tina Rome; Brother of Melissa and Paul 
Lanette May 20 Daughter of Doris and Weston Moreau 
Elizabeth Ann Hudson May 20 Daughter of Leigh and Kelly Smith 
Beau Charles Tedesco May 21 Son of Madelyn and Ted Tedesco 
D. Conrad Dyer May 22 Son of Linda Doussan 
Ross Lee Ammann May 24 Son of Tina Simoneaux; Brother of Marie, Jack and Scott 
Myles S. Henderson May 25 Son of Cindy and Barry Henderson 
Gabriela “Gabby” Hebert May 28 Daughter of Rachel and Todd Hebert 
Mario Anderson May 29 Son of Trinetta and Herbert Anderson 
Dennis George  May 30 Son of Lori Wedge; Grandson of Jeri McMullen;  Nephew of Patti Goens                 
Lauren Ann May 30 Daughter of Eileen Brocato 
Blake Bassil  May 30 Son of Debbie and Peter Bassil 
May Anniversaries   

Mary Lee Bonura May 1 Daughter of Judy and Dominick Bonura 
David Allen Ashton, Jr. May 10 Son of Patsy and David Allen Ashton, Sr.; Sister of Julie 
Ana Maria May 11 Daughter of Carmen Sanchez 
David Andre Folks May 11 Son of Vickie Tullier; Brother of Jared; Grandson of Ellwyn and Joseph Abadie, 
Jarrod Christopher May 12 Son of Myra Santos 
Tynia C. Alexander May 14 Daughter of Charlene Alexander; Sister of Rickie, Jr. and Tiphane Alexander 
Molly Hutchin May 14 Daughter of Betty Hutchins 
Randy Grisoli May 15 Son of May Glo Monteleone 
Angel B. Williams May 16 Daughter of Linda J. Williams 
Ron Guillory May 17 Son of Jane Guillory 
Paige Rogers Mann May 17 Daughter of Stella Rogers; Sister of Deborah and Ken, Jr. 
Mrs. Kerry A. Degeyter May 17 Daughter of Dee Arnold 
Amanda Marie May 18 Daughter of Sheila M. Victory 
Melanie Maddox May 21 Daughter of Pati True-Maddox 
Tyrone Louis Davenport May 22 Son of Tyrone Davenport 
Dennis George  May 25 Son of Lori Wedge; Grandson of Jeri McMullen; Nephew of Patti Goens 
Blake Bassil May 25 Son of Debbie and Peter Bassil 
Chester Joseph Reeder III May 26 Son of Deborah Reeder; Brother of Andrew and Kayla 
Joshua LeJeune May 28 Son of Naomie Carter Swanson 
Kevin Michael Flock May 31 Son of Janice and Jim Flock 

      

       Love Gifts/Dedications…Love gifts are tax deductible and help with chapter expenses.  Thank you for caring!!! 
     Make checks payable: The Compassionate Friends.  Mail To: Denise St. Pierre, 4541 Loveland St., Metairie, LA  70006 (265-0581) 

     Your Name ___________________________________________________________________________ Phone ___________________ 

   Your Child ______________________________________________________ Birthday _________________Death _______________ 

   Message________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         May Birthdays   



Our listeners are willing to listen, understand and share. 
                                         504-454-3293 – Melva Duhon, son, 41, suicide 

                                                        504-456-8248 – Patsy Ashton, son, 24, drug overdose 
                                                 504-606-3275 – Janell Sisolak, son, 25, murdered 

                                                               504-875-8836 – Sonya Mazzella, daughter, 4, drowned 
                                                                
 

         
                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS CREDO 

We need not walk alone. We are The Compassionate Friends. We reach out to 

each other with love, with understanding, and with hope. The children we mourn 

have died at all ages and from many different causes, but our love for them unites 

us. Your pain becomes my pain, just as your hope becomes my hope. We come 

together from all walks of life, from many different circumstances. We are a unique 

family because we represent many races, creeds, and relationships. We are young, 

and we are old. Some of us are far along in our grief, but others still feel a grief so 

fresh and so intensely painful that they feel helpless and see no hope. Some of us 

have found our faith to be a source of strength, while some of us are struggling to 

find answers. Some of us are angry, filled with guilt or in deep depression, while 

others radiate an inner peace. But whatever pain we bring to this gathering of The 

Compassionate Friends, it is pain we will share, just as we share with each other 

our love for the children who have died. We are all seeking and struggling to build a 

future for ourselves, but we are committed to building a future together.  We reach 

out to each other in love to share the pain as well as the joy, share the anger as well 

as the peace, share the faith as well as the doubts, and help each other to grieve as 

well as to grow. We Need Not Walk Alone. We are The Compassionate Friends. 

©2016 The Compassionate Friends 
 

 

 

 

“...I remember when I was pregnant with Kyra, I took two helpings of 

food because I said, ‘I’m eating for two. ’Now I will try my best to live 

life to the fullest and be all that I can because now I’m living for two.” —

Julie Short 


