
 

                          

 

 

20th Annual Butterfly Release and Picnic 
 

Sunday  April 15, 2018  11:30 AM           
 

The Compassionate Friends Children’s Memorial Garden  
Lafreniere Park, 3000 Downs Blvd., Metairie, LA 

 
 

Bereaved families, relatives and friends who have experienced the death of a child are invited to 

attend The Compassionate Friends 20th Annual Butterfly Release and Picnic in remembrance of all 

beloved children who have died.    

 

The picnic begins at 11:30 AM at The Compassionate Friends Children’s Memorial Garden.  The 

picnic is a time to gather together to socialize, to play, to be family. There will be butterfly tattoos 

for the children.  Families are asked to bring their own food and tables as well as chairs or blankets 

on which to sit.    

 

You may come for just the butterfly release at 1:00 PM.  There will be a short program of readings, 

poems and music.  We will have 350 Painted Lady butterflies to give to those in attendance.  The 

butterflies are inside envelopes.   It is an exciting and impressive sight as the envelopes are opened 

and the butterflies take flight!  Desserts will be served after the release. 

 

“A butterfly lights beside us like a sunbeam.  And for a brief moment its glory and beauty belong to our 

world.  But then it flies on again, and though we wish it could have stayed, we feel so lucky to have 

seen it.”   The Butterfly Release is not a time to mourn for our children who have died.  It is a time 

to Celebrate That They Lived!  Since early times the butterfly has symbolized renewed life. The 

Compassionate Friends has adopted the butterfly as one of its symbols and a sign of hope to us that 

our children are living in another dimension with greater beauty and freedom.  For more 

information please contact Denise St. Pierre, 265-0581 or email tcfnola@gmail.com 
 

 

 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 

March 12, 2018 
2nd Monday of every month 

East Jefferson Hospital 

4200 Houma Blvd. 

Metairie, LA  70006 
 

Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

On the 1st floor, adjacent to the 

Hudson St. Garage, Esplanade III 

room 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:                      
March 12 

April 9 

May 14 

June 11  

July 9 

 

Aug 13 

Sept 10 

Oct 8 

Nov 12 

Dec 10 

 

REGIONAL COORDINATOR 
 

Denise St. Pierre 

504-454-5078 

denisestp12@gmail.com 
 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

The Compassionate Friends 

PO Box 3696 

Oak Brook, IL 60522-3696 
 

nationaloffice@compassionatefriends.org 

www.compassionatefriends.org 
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The Compassionate Friends 
BUTTERFLY RELEASE 

Butterflies will be released in memory of all our children 

at the 2018 Compassionate Friends  

Picnic/Butterfly Release set for 

Sunday, April 15 at 1 p.m. 
The setting for this uplifting and peaceful event will be at The 

Children's Memorial Garden, in Lafrienere Park. Volunteers are 

needed at 10 a.m. on Sunday for setup and after the program for take 

down. We hope you’ll join us for desserts after the ceremony. The 

chapter will provide the butterflies and we ask that you take one per 

child that you are there to remember.  We will have a picnic at 11:30 

a.m. You will need to provide your lunch, chairs and blankets. 

We look forward to seeing old friends and meeting new ones at the 

Butterfly Release! Your presence means everything to this very special 

event! Flyer is enclosed for more information! 

*********************************************************** 

Self Help 

For many of us, the monthly meeting of our Compassionate Friends 

Group is the only real healing time we give to ourselves. Helping 

ourselves on a daily basis is critical to our journey in the grieving 

process. Many of us find solace in books. Others find it in movies, 

music, time with friends, meditation or intense spiritual conviction. 

Each day we should take some time to center ourselves, to find a place 

of peace. If you haven’t already done so, start with a quiet time of 

reflection and search your soul for the key to your own solace. There 

will still be bad, even terrible, days. The effort to help ourselves begins 

with knowing ourselves and finding the unique activity that soothes 

our broken hearts for just a little while. 

*********************************************************** 

 

“It takes a lot of grief before our days can have more good hours than bad. But it does come. Most of us 

cannot even imagine that progress in our early grief. Eventually, we can make peace with our loss and our 

painful memories become warm treasures. Even though we always think of our child daily, it is with 

thankfulness that they were a part of our lives.” —Marie Hofmockel 
 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

BIRTHDAY TABLE: We remembered birthdays in February for: Dennis Duhon; Eric Hansen; Erskine “Rockie” 

Webster. We do encourage both you and your family to come when it is your child’s birthday month, to share 

your child with all of us. You will receive a special birthday gift in memory of your child.  Bring that treasured 

picture of your child that always makes you smile so we may smile with you.    

 

 

 Chapter Leader:  Denise St. Pierre      504-265-0581      Email address: tcfnola@gmail.com          www.tcfneworleans.com 



 
Newsletter Submissions:  TCF Greater New Orleans welcomes all submissions to our newsletter. Send articles, poetry, 

love messages and scanned photos to: TCF GNO, 4541 Loveland St., Metairie, LA 70006. Or e-mail text and photos to: 

tcfnola@gmail.com As our chapter is only funded by your donations, we ask for a donation of $15 or more for a dedication 

for our newsletter. This is tax-deductible. We reserve the right to edit for space and/or content. Deadline for submissions is 

on the Child Remembered page of the newsletter each month. TCF Chapters may copy articles from this publication 

provided credit is given to the author and the original source. Errors and Omissions: Please notify me if any of your 

information is incorrect. Thank you! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
BIRTHDAY CAKE:  Our child’s birthday is still such an important day to us bereaved parents. In TCF this is 

where we can celebrate our child’s birthday and remember the love we still have for them no matter how long it 

has been since they died. Our chapter is now offering you the chance to sponsor the birthday cake for the month of 

your child’s birthday. You may do so by calling Denise St. Pierre (504) 265-0581 to order the cake through  East 

Jefferson Hospital.  The cost for the cake is $40.  This way we can all celebrate your child’s birthday. 

************************************************************************************************** 

 

William Hunton is now our Chapter’s webmaster. He would like to add some updated pictures to our website.  

If you have any pictures of our events that you would like added to the website please send to 

whunton@cox.net 
Thank you for your continued support of our chapter. And a big thank you to William for being our webmaster 

in memory of his daughter Chelsea Hunton.  

 
 

 

To all those newly bereaved, who are receiving this newsletter 

for the first time and to all our Compassionate Friends, we wish 

you were not eligible to belong to this group, but we want you to 

know that you and your family have many friends.  We, who 

received love and compassion from others in our time of deep 

sorrow, now wish to offer the same support and understanding 

to you. Please know we understand, we care, and we want to 

help.  You are not alone in your grief.   
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at East 
Jefferson Hospital, 4200 Houma Blvd., 1st floor adjacent to 
the Hudson St. garage at 7:00 P.M.  We are a self-sustaining 

organization with no funds except what we receive through 

donations from members and newsletter recipients.  Please join 

with us at a meeting.  

 
Grief support after the death of a child 

 

The Compassionate Friends is a national non-profit, self-help 

support organization that offers friendship, understanding, and 

hope to bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings. There is no 

religious affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.  
 

The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers 

reach out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed 

inward begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal.   
 

The vision of The Compassionate Friends is that everyone who 

needs us will find us and everyone who finds us will be helped.   

 
 

Contact: 

Phone: (504) 265-0581 

Email: tcfnola@gmail.com 

www.tcfneworleans.com 

4541 Loveland St. 

Metairie, LA 70006 
 

Chapter Leader……….....Denise St. Pierre 

Newsletter Editor……....Denise St. Pierre 

            Treasurer…………......…….Debi Giordano 

             Facilitator……………………Debi Giordano 

             Webmaster…………………William Hunton 

 

Steering Committee: 

 Patsy Ashton, Alice Buuck, Jan & Ted Dutilh, 

Debi Giordano, Cari Serpas, Denise & Duffy St. Pierre 
 

Denise St. Pierre, Regional Coordinator 

(504) 265-0581 

TCF National (877) 969-0010 

www.compassionatefriends.org 
 

The Meeting Agenda 
 

7:00 p.m. - The meeting will begin with a short 

introduction followed by lighting of candle and then 

reading of the Credo. Remembering our children’s 

birthdays of the month. Then followed by smaller 

groups of sharing. 

9:00 p.m. - Meeting will close by recognizing our 

children’s names.  Feel free to visit with each other 

and check out a book from our library. 

 



A SPECIAL THANKS TO  

We do encourage families to come to the meeting when it is your child’s birthday month, to share your child 

with all of us.  We thank Nalani Lynn, mom to Jason Lynn, for making these phone calls for us. We enjoy 

hearing these wonderful stories and seeing their pictures! Thank you to all who participate! 

A Big Thank You to:  Patti Goens, aunt to Dennis Wedge, Tina Rome, mom to David Rome, and Jerrie 

Vicari, mom to Zane, for sending the birthday and anniversary poems to our members.  Sometimes our families 

do not acknowledge those special dates.  We in TCF know how important those dates are to us no matter how 

long our child has been gone from our sight.  Thanks to Patti, Tina and Jerrie for remembering our children. 

Thank you to:  Michael, dad to Jacob, and Charlene Hoffmeister, mom to Tynia, for toting the picture 

boards of our children to the meetings every month.  These picture boards let us see all our children who are 

dearly loved and missed. 

Thanks to: Melva Duhon, mom to Dennis, and Janice Flock, mom to Kevin, for bringing our library books to 

our meetings.  These grief books have helped many on this grief journey. 

A Huge Thank You to:  Debi Giordano, mom to Nicholas, for facilitating our meetings every month.  She 

brings much comfort to our members and gives “hope” that we will survive the death of our children.  She has 

shared her “wisdom” and how she has incorporated her grief into her life so that we can develop our own 

coping skills and find a way to go on living without our child.  She does this in memory of her son Nicholas and 

I thank her.  

To Our Old Members: We need your encouragement and support. You are the string that ties our group 

together and the glue that makes it stick. Each meeting we have new parents. Think back—what would it have 

been like for you if there had not been any “oldies” to welcome you, share your grief and encourage you? It was 

from them you heard, “Your pain will not always be this bad; it really does get softer.”  Thank you to all “old” 

members who continue to support our chapter. 

****************************************************************************************** 

BRICKS:   Newly engraved bricks will be installed for the Butterfly Release on April 15, 2018.  Next time to 

order bricks will be for the Worldwide Candle Lighting Ceremony in December. 

 

Alan Pederson and Mitch Carmody gave us a wonderful healing night on February 7, 2018.  Thanks to 

all who joined us for this memorable night with messages of HOPE through Alan’s music and Mitch’s 

talk about the Faces of Grief.  Some of us purchased butterfly decals with our child’s name and city to be 

placed on the Angels Across the USA van.  Our chapter also sponsored a butterfly decal in memory of all 

our children.   



If there were phones in Heaven 

I’d call you everyday 

Every minute of every hour 

I’d have so much to say. 

If there were stairs in Heaven 

I’d like that even more 

Cause I’d never stop climbing 

Till I reached that Heavenly shore. 

If there were planes to Heaven 

I’d book the very next flight 

Then I never would be lonely 

All day and through the night. 

But since there’s no way to reach you 

You’re forever in my prayer 

And when God comes to take me home 

I know you’ll be waiting there. 

**************************************** 

Now I Know 

I never knew when you lost your child. 

What you were going through. 

I wasn’t there, I stayed away, 

I just deserted you. 

I didn’t know the words to say, 

I didn’t know the things to do. 

I think your pain so frightened me, 

I didn’t know how to comfort you. 

And then one day my child died. 

You were the first one there. 

You quietly stayed by my side, listened, 

And held me as I cried. 

You didn’t leave, you didn’t go. 

The lesson learned is…. 

Now I know. 

LET’S GO HOME 

 

Let’s go home--- 

My eyes pleaded to my husband. 

We don’t belong here. 

This is crazy---these people 

Are still hurting.  Two, five years 

Later and they are still coming here. 

Let’s go home. 

We don’t belong here. 

We won’t, we can’t be like that. 

Perhaps--- 

If I don’t speak, 

If I don’t tell them why we came--- 

It won’t be true. 

But wait….Why are they laughing? 

How can they be laughing? 

They all lost children, yet they are laughing at 

Something, somehow. 

And wait….Why am I nodding at what he’s saying? 

Why do I feel I must say something 

To that couple who is in this nightmare 

Even less time than we? 

They all seem to know 

What I’m feeling---without my even saying it--- 

Just not flinching at my tears. 

That steady, endless stream of tears that 

Seems will never stop. 

Perhaps— 

One day I’ll join their laughter? 

Let’s wait--- 

Perhaps we shouldn’t leave just yet. 
~Sandy Fein, Manhasset, NY~ 

We wish there was a magic formula for chasing away those post-holiday, pre-spring gloomies that so many 

of us suffer from in January and February.  Problem is there’s no such thing as a generic cure-all for the 

blahs.  The task of “grief work” after the death of a child is hard work.  There is no way to predict how 

you will feel.  The reactions of grief are not like recipes with given ingredients and certain results.  Each 

person mourns in a different way.  You may cry hysterically, or you may remain outwardly controlled, 

showing little emotion.  You may lash out in anger against your family and friends, or you may express your 

gratitude for their concern and dedication.  You may be calm one moment – in turmoil the next.  

Reactions are varied and contradictory.  Grief is universal.  At the same time, it is extremely 

personal.  Heal in your own way. 
                              ~Rabbi Earl Grollman, “Living When a Loved One Has Died”~ 

*************************************************************************************** 

When death knocks at our door and steals away the one we love, the journey back to life again is often long, 

hard and lonely.  Death means that we once had someone in our lives that meant the world to us, and now 

that person is gone.  But, healing comes as we understand that the one we loved so much can never leave us.  

Though the person is gone, the gift of love we’ve been given goes on and on, and that gift can never be taken 

away. NEVER!     

As saddened as I am by my loss, I can lift up my heart in gratitude for the blessing of love that lives in my 

heart. FOREVER! 



LOVE GIFT DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Scott Allen Madere 

March 1, 1963 ~ April 18, 2002 
 

The years go by and still I grieve. I miss you so much. You will always 

be with me, in my heart, my prayers and my thoughts. 

God Bless you till I see you again. 

Love, Mama 

************************************************************************************************** 

LOVE GIFT DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Kurt D. Fleming 

March 12, 1980 ~ October 6, 1992 
 

Not a day goes by that we wish you were here.   

We love and miss you so much. 

Love, Mom and Dad 

Brothers: Derick, Chevis, Sam, Jr., and all of the family. 

****************************************************************************************** 
"Getting on With Life" — What Does It Mean? 

Of all the statements and spiritual platitudes quoted at me since my son Daniel's death, the phrase that I hear most frequently 

makes me squirm the most. "You have got to get on with your life." Recently I quit squirming long enough to ponder the 

meaning behind this phrase that is usually said to the bereaved in the form of a command. Exactly what does this phrase mean? 

What are people implying when they say it? 

I was pregnant when Daniel died, and three months later I gave birth to a baby girl. Wasn't that getting on with life? I nurtured 

my three children, took them to school, the park and birthday parties. Now wasn't that going on with life? I even cooked dinner 

at least four times a week! 

At first after Daniel's death, I would have liked to literally stop my life and be buried next to my son, but I kept existing. Like a 

plastic bag tossed about by the wind, I was fluttering, being carried by the events of life. Seasons came and went. In the spring, I 

planted marigolds and tomato vines. In the autumn, I jumped in fallen leaves with my children. I continued; I am still continuing 

to live. 

Now I may be bereaved, but I am by no means a fool. As I ponder the meaning behind "getting on with life," I know exactly 

what those who say this have in mind. "Forget your dead child. Quit grieving. You make me uncomfortable!" Getting on with 

life means don't acknowledge August 25, Daniel's birthday, anymore. Forget how he slid down the snowy bank in the recycle 

bin, sang in the van and ate Gummy Bears. Forget he had cancer, suffered and died at only age four. Don't see the empty chair at 

the dinner table, don't cry, just live! 

Some who are more "religious" would like to believe that a bereaved parent can claim, "My child is safe and happy in heaven. 

Therefore, why should I yearn for him?" Perhaps I pose a threat to certain types because I have let it be known I question God. I 

weep. I have been angry. I miss my Daniel. Maybe old friends feel if they hang around me too long I might convince them that a 

few of their illusions about life are just that, illusions. As my cries of anguish are heard, there are those who can only think how 

to make me be quiet. To stop my heartfelt yearnings, they say quite sternly, "You must get on with your life." 

I am living. I do move on with life with Daniel in my mind and in my heart, although he is not physically here as I continue to 

live and to love. To sever his memory totally from my life would cause destruction and damage that would ruin me. To push 

Daniel out of my life and not be able to freely mention his name or write and speak about who he was on earth would only bring 

more pain to my life. I'd shrivel up. Comfort for me comes in remembering with smiles how he drew with a blue marker on his 

sister's wall, ran outside naked and picked green tomatoes. For the reality is, getting on with life means continuing to cherish 

Daniel. 

Alice J. Wisler, Bereavement Magazine, Sept./Oct. 2000, Colorado, grief@bereavementmag.com 



Our Children RememberedOur Children RememberedOur Children RememberedOur Children Remembered    
“To live in the hearts of those who love us is not to die.” 

March Birthdays 
 

  

Scott Allen Madere March 1 Son of Vivian Madere; Brother of Kelly DeNoux and Dawn Wilson 

Stephanie Link March 1 Daughter of Kalila Smith 

Anthony “Tony” Cartozzo March 3 Son of Frances Cartozzo 

Chris John Doyle III March 3 Son of Jeanne Labat and Chris Doyle; Brother of Megan Doyle 

Jill Butterworth March 9 Daughter of Pati True-Maddox 

Daniel B. Bolner, III March 9 Son of Daniel Bolner, Jr. 

Courtney Nicole Drury March 10 Daughter of David and Beth Drury 

Molly Hutchins March 11 Betty Hutchins 

Kurt D. Fleming March 12 Son of Susan and Samuel Fleming; Brother of Chevis, Derick and Sam, Jr. 

Anthony “Tony” Pusateri March 12 Son of Leslie and Eddie Dubroc 

Ryan Dubuc March 19 Son of Gaynell Dubuc 

Kasey Bernard March 23 Daughter of Lynne Bernard 

Jonathan Coslan March 23 Son of Sheila and John Coslan 

William John Smeltz March 24 Son of Janice and Victor Smeltz; Brother of Nicholas 

Gerry Provance March 25 Son of Gerry and Linda Provance; Brother of Deena  

Ava Rose Thomas March 26 Daughter of Claudia and Perry Thomas 

Christopher Brady March 26 Son of Janice Brady 

Brady Thomas Eldridge March 27 Son of Merideth Eldridge 

Michelle “Shelly” Haensel March 30 Daughter of Cookie and Bill Haensel; Sister of Nicole and Natalie 

Brooke Anne Matlock March 31 Daughter of Teresa Johnson; Sister of Amy; Granddaughter of Dixie Wherry 

Julien Swafford March 31 Grandson of Jim Romano 

March Anniversaries   

Darlene N. Grote March 1 Daughter of Joyce G. Miller 

Veronica Carney March 4 Granddaughter of Dolores DiPasquale 

Jacqueline Carney March 4 Granddaughter of Dolores DiPasquale 

Brian Flaherty March 4 Son of Laura Flaherty 

Christopher Carmelo March 5 Son of Naomie Carter Swanson 

Brandon J. Bartholomew March 7 Son of Ellen Bartholomew 

Beth Ann Hensen March 8 Daughter of Jane Hensen 

Wayne Gomez, Jr. March 9 Son of Ava and Wayne Gomez; Brother of Jennifer and Denise 

Daniel B. Bolner, III March 9 Son of Daniel Bolner, Jr. 

Mary Agnes Cuccia March 11 Daughter of Margaret McMurray 

Arthur “Jay” LaVie, V March 11 Son of Gail LaVie; Brother of Michelle and Louis 

Brian Storms March 14 Son of Barbara Storms 

Carrie Ellen Gore March 15 Daughter of Don & Ann Gore 

Brooke Erin Posey March 16 Daughter of Melissa Corass 

Chantelle Davenport March 18 Daughter of Tyrone Davenport 

Grace Hughes March 20 Granddaughter of Angela Hughes 

Alex Zamora March 26 Son of Mary-Kay Kleinpeter Zamora 

Debra Barker Hamburger March 27 Daughter of Antoinette Barker 

Desha Ricks March 27 Daughter of Aloma Powell 

Gabriela Denise Brenes March 28 Daughter of Ana Brenes 

Gina Romano Swafford  March 31 Daughter of Jim Romano 

Julien Swafford March 31 Grandson of Jim Romano 

 

A Newsletter Dedication is a special page dedication in memory of your child with any favorite poem or writing you submit. 

A Love Gift is a short one or two sentence message in your child’s memory.  You may use the form below for love gifts. 
       Make checks payable to: The Compassionate Friends. Mail To: Denise St. Pierre, 4541 Loveland St. Metairie, LA 70006 (265-0581) 

     

     Your Name________________________________Phone________________Your Child___________________________ 

      

     Birthday______________Death____________Note:_________________________________________________________  

 

Love Gifts/Dedications to be put in the April newsletter are due March 15th!! 



Our listeners are willing to listen, understand and share. 
                                         504-454-3293 – Melva Duhon, son, 41, suicide 

                                                        504-456-8248 – Patsy Ashton, son, 24, drug overdose 
                                                 504-606-3275 – Janell Sisolak, son, 25, murdered 

                                                               504-875-8836 – Sonya Mazzella, daughter, 4, drowned 
                                                                
 

         
                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                            

                      4541 Loveland St. 

                      Metairie, LA   70006 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“I don't think of him every day; I think of him every hour of every day.” 

—Gregory Peck, in an interview many years after his son's death 


